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says a "malc" niay vote, but is silent on 
the question as to females. On this Mrs. 
Helen Gougar has brought up & test case 
to fintl if equal suffrage is not permissable 
in Indiana. In Illinois, woinen, for the 
first tirne, in the last year voted for state 
universïty tnistees. There was a woman 
candidate on each ticket. They made 
able speeches throughout the campaign, 
and a large degree of interestwasaroused. 
The editorial of a leading paper said : 
"The women polled a very good vote, and 
araong those who exercised the franchise 
were the deaconesses of one of our church 
homes. None of the feraale voters had 
much difficulty with the ballot, and in no 
case was the slightest discourtesy shown. 
Indeeil, all reports agree that their pres- 
ence at the pot Is had a distinctly salutary 
effect." Mrs. Flower, the Republican 
candidate, won the contest, and we are 
told "that ihe interviews with her upon 
her success difïer very little from those of 
other fortunate candidates." The daily 
papers give the following : 

Massilon, Ohio, April 2, 1894. Mrs. 
C. McEverhard, president of the Ohio 
woman's suffrrge association speaking of 
the result of the Ohio election held to- 
day says : "The women of Ohio have 
taken hold and demonstrated that they 
can enter polítics successfully and with- 
out loss of dignity and self-respect." 

As we Come West 

the nio re intense # becomes the car- 
nestness of the equal suffrage question. 
In Kansas the equal suffragists did he- 
roic work to carry the constitu- 
tiu na 1 amendment, giving women the 
right to vote at alt elections. They lost; 
but the electioneering was done on a high 
planc and will stand as a memorable crèd- 
it to the women. Wyoming came into 
Union as an equal suffrage state and has 
been the state to which all who believe 
that women should assist in the affairs 
that govern, have pointed with pride. 

Ànd yet in this new western mining and 
cattle-man's state, .saloons and garnbling 
houses are licensed. The influence, how- 
ever, is felt in the nominations and when 
sentiment will reach such an elevation 
that laws against the cvils can be enforced 
the influence of women will be made to 
count on the side of right. In Wyoming 
still lives Esther Morris, who is designat- 
ed "The Mother of Suffrage." A recent 
account of this good woman given by the 
Inter Ocean says, "Mrs. Morris was born 
in New York state eighty years ago. Her 
iírst assertion of her rights to vote was 
when an orphan giri, the tax col•lector 
catne to collect a few cents tax on her 
small possessions. She did not refuse to 
pay because she was a woman and had no 


vote. She paid the tax and said she was 
entitled to vote just like the roen who 
paid taxes. She never was an agitator 
and did not believe in making woman suf- 
frage anything distinct from mati suffrage. 
She» waited until men would recognize the 
justice of her position." This was first 
publicly taken notice of when through the 
influence of Mrs. Morris, then a woman 
fifty-five years of age, the first hi 11 was 
passed by any legislative body, giving 
women the right at all elections to "cast 
her vote and her rights to elective fran- 
chise and to hold ofRce." (Passed Nov. 
29, 1869, Territory of Wyoming, Council 
Bill No. 70. 

In Colorado 

we settled the question for all time 
to come, but a little over a year 
ago. In the fall of 1893, I partici- 
pated in a Republican convention of 
Yuma county, at which the proposition 
arose as to submitting the question of wo- 
mon suffrage to the people. It was a con- 
vention of men. There was no womon 
present, but there was an earnest request 
read by the secretary, coming from the 
state equal suffrage league. Speeches 
were made for and against, but the con- 
vention favored the proposition. There 
was nothing unusual about this conven- 
tion of men. It seemed that mostof those 
present were smoking cigars, presumably 
furnished by the prospective candidates. 
My very physical constitution revolts at 
being saturated with such an atmosphcre 
and it was a great relief to get out and 
once morc breathe the puré Colorado 
ozone. At the state election that follow- 
ed the proposition carried apparently with 
little efïort on the part of the women. As 
a male voter in Colorado, I am proud of 
this. It is a noticeable fact that already 
the Republicans, Democratsand Poputists 
are contending as to whom belongs the 
crèdit of carry ing the nieasure. Last fall 
I attended an other convention. This 
was a district convention, and a very 
heated contest as to candidates. A nura- 
ber of women delectes from the various 
counties participated. It was a very or- 
derly convention and to a casual observer 
would not have been distinguished from 
a S. S. or C. E. convention. This was 
the first state election at which the women 
voted. Each of the parties recognized 
women by nom i nat ing a leading one of 
the gentle sex as State Superintendent. It 
was a spirited campaign. The issues were 
publicly discussed by men and women 
alike. The women of all parties were 
well òrgan ized and as the day of election 
drew near, the fact became patent to all 
that the women of Colorado had not only 
as a field for active service the home and 


the church, but the state as wejl. For 
election day, there were regular commit- 
tees inclini ing the most prominent society 
ladies. Many of the finest houses of 
Denver and other cities were opened for 
the good of the cause. 

There was plenty to cat and hot coffee 
to drink, and altogether, perhaps the 
most exciting day Colorado has ever 
known. The result was known by telc- 
graph, and Governor Waite, who wasde- 
feated for re-election said with consider- 
able bitterness, the women did it. The 
women graciously accepted* the compli- 
ment. It was estimated that three sev- 
enths of the vote cast at this election was 
by the women. 

This Spring's Election 
was for municipal ofhcers. In our 
town' the women very general ly at- 
tended the con ven tions of both par- 
ties and by their presence succeeded 
in putting an anti - saloon wan for 
mayor on each ticket. The saloon ele- 
ment was vigilantly rep resen ted at both 
conventíons, and upon failing to secure a 
nominee, arranged to run a saloon man 
independent. As the day of election ap- 
proached, the issue was at fe ver heat. 
The weckly prayer meeting, and the Y. 
P. S. C. E, publicly discussed the pro- 
position, the matter was severely handlcd 
from the púlpit and it is fair to say the 
fight was on. One of the regular candi- 
dates drew from the field in favor of his 
anti-saloon colleague on the other ticket, 
a move not expecled by the enemy. 
There was a very perfect òrgan i/.ation. On 
the day, ladies and gentlemen were on the 
street. The finest turnouts were at the 
disposal of the anti- saloon voters, and no 
one who wished to vote that way had any 
occasion to walk to polls if riding was 
preferred. The wife of the anti-saloon 
candidate drove to the residence of 
the saloon candidate anti politely escorted 
the madam to the polls. She said, "My 
husband has always been wrong on this 
question, and I will take plcasurc in cast- 
ing my vote against him." * * * "Why 
are you driving around that way ; go right 
up Main street, I want them to see that I 
am in good company." The result of all 
this was that the saloon candidate was 
overwhelmingly defeated. With all this ac- 
tive political work, thotigh it be in a gos- 
sipy country town, nothing is heard of fam- 
ily broils over polítics as it was always 
predicted. 

My Experjence T each es Me 
that woman has not only a right 
to vote, but in order that she 
may use her influence for the right, 
it is her duty just as much as 
that of man to study the affairs that gov- 
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